
Northeast Nebraska Resource, Conservation & Development

A Letter from the President 

Your Northeast Nebraska RC&D has completed another year of what it 
does best.  We assisted our six-county area by resourcing conservation, 
conserving resources, developing conservation, resourcing development, 
developing resources and conserving development.  Whew!  

A few years back when I first was introduced to the RC&D 
organization, my question to Jan was “What does RC&D stand for?  She 
told me “Whatever you want it to stand for.”  Resource Conservation 
& Development means different things to different people.  Local needs 
addressed and projects undertaken are chosen by the people who are 
affected by them.  We are a self-help organization.

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s activities.  As we 
work together we can make our corner of the world a better place to be.  

Dennis G. Wacker, Northeast Nebraska RC&D Council President  

2013

Board Members
Antelope County
   • Sandy Patton, Brunswick
   • Susan Fields, Tilden 
   • Jerry Fields, Tilden
Cedar County
   • Maurice Ketter, Wynot
   • Glen Anderson, Coleridge
   • Gary Stapelman, Laurel 
Dixon County
   • Jane Armstrong, Ponca
   • Rhonda Kneifl, Newcastle
   • Bruce Kneifl, Newcastle

Knox County
   • Janet Gill, Bloomfield
   • Chris Kreycik, Niobrara
   • Leonard Janovec, Norfolk
Pierce County
   • Dennis Wacker, Osmond
   • Judy Rasmussen, Plainview
Wayne County
   • James Rabe, Winside
   • Georgia Janssen, Winside
   • Lin Brummels, Winside
Lewis & Clark NRD
   • Gary Howey, Hartington

Lower Elkhorn NRD
   • Bob Huntley, Norfolk
Lower Niobrara NRD
   • Brad Mahon, Niobrara
Upper Elkhorn NRD
   • Bud Knuth, Royal
Santee Sioux Nation
   • Mike Crosley, Niobrara
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
   • Larry Wright Sr., Niobrara

Office Staff
   • Jan Jorgensen, Project Manager
   • Dick Haskin, Financial Manager

President Dennis G. Wacker has served 
the Council for six years as a Pierce 
County representative, 3 of them in the 
capacity as president.  During that time 
he’s become an organic farmer.
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Backyard Medicine Chest 
Workshop 

Rachel Liester, of Red Road 
Herbs in Stanton, presented a 
workshop on November 7th on 
herbal learning called “Backyard 
Medicine Chest.”  This class 
highlighted the history and 
folklore of thirteen easy-to-grow 
and wild herbs.  Twenty-four 
participants learned how to grow 
them, what parts to use, when 
and how to harvest, and how 
to store them.  Rachel shared 
simple home remedies such as 
tinctures, teas, and oils that are 
designed to keep you and your 
family healthy.
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Northeast Nebraska Geology Tour

An Equal Opportunity Employer & Provider

On September 22nd, at the Plainview High School 
Auditorium, the RC&D acknowledged 20 years of providing 
support and serving the needs and interests of the citizens in 
Antelope, Cedar, Dixon, Knox, Pierce, and Wayne counties.   
R.P. Smith, Nebraska’s Homegrown Humorist and Cowboy 
Poet, was the headliner for the afternoon event that drew 
approximately 90 people.  Additional performances were 
given by Penny’s High Steppers, Fouette Dance Studio, and 
the Plainview Klown Band.  Niobrara High School students 
presented their award-winning Purple loosestrife project, 
special recognitions were given out, and refreshments were 
provided.  

This event was funded in part by a grant from the Pierce 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau.  
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R.P. Smith shared his humorous 
poetry as the headliner for the 
afternoon. 

Rachel Liester shares specific information with 
Norma McDonald about some of the herbal prod-
ucts she makes.

At the RC&D Association Meeting in 2012 tours of the Wau-Col Regional Water 
System and Ponca State Park were highlights and also turned out to be a perfect 
fit for the Nebraska Well Drillers Association (NDWA) tour.  Annually they host 
an educational tour for their members and others who are in need of continuing 
education hours.   

Partnering with the NWDA was a new 
venture for the RC&D Council, but 
one that proved to be well worth it.  
The RC&D helped line up some of the 
speakers, handled local logistics, and 
shared information with area community 
water operators.  The NWDA took care 
of registration, bringing in additional 
speakers, and making arrangements for 
continuing education credits. 

Others who shared in making this 
one-day event a success were the 
Lower Elkhorn Natural 
Resource District 
(NRD), Lewis & Clark 
NRD, Nebraska Game 
& Parks Commission, 
JEO Engineering 
Group, Nebraska Great 
Plains RC&D, UNL 
Conservation & Survey 
Division, Nebraska 
Health & Human 
Services, and the 
Village of Belden. 

The “rest of the story”
Current projects not featured in this report:

• Northeast Nebraska Weed Manage-

ment Area 

• Aronia Berries

• Household Hazardous Waste Collec-

tion Events

• Electronics Recycling

• Showcasing Entrepreneurs & Artists

• Wine Making at Home & Stained 

Glass Creation

• Dinner & A Movie
The Nebraska Well Drillers Association 
has a long tradition in the ground water 
industry in Nebraska. It was established over 
seventy-five years ago and nurtured by key 
industry leaders along with scholars from the 
University of Nebraska.

20th Anniversary Celebration

Plainview’s Klown Band provided some great music that afternoon.

Penny’s Highsteppers performed several dance and baton numbers for the 
crowd. 

The group began the day in Wausa learning of the Wau-Col 
Regional Water System.

Dixon-Wayne County Cemetery Tour 

The Northeast Nebraska Resource Conservation & Development 
(RC&D) Council, in cooperation with the Dixon County 
Historical Society and the Wakefield Heritage Organization, 
hosted a Dixon-Wayne County Cemetery Tour on Saturday, 
September 28th.  Step-on Guide, Brad Kellogg of Wakefield, 
is a well-known local historian and has spent years researching 
and documenting the cemeteries of Dixon and Wayne Counties.  
On this tour, Kellogg told of each cemetery through engaging 
commentary, re-enactments, and even a surprise or two.  The 
tour group heard stories of pioneers, tales of murder and mayhem, 
and even met a Civil War soldier and a lady-of-the-evening.  

Partial funding for this tour was provided by grants from the 
Dixon County Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) as well as 
the Wayne County CVB. 

Brad Kellogg, step-on guide and local historian, uses re-enactors to 
tell the cemetery story.
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Habitat Tour & Pheasant Dinner

planting for wildlife, and long-term woodland management.

Following that afternoon tour, a Pheasant Dinner & Wine-
Tasting was held at the new Nissen Winery & Outlaw Trail 
Center located north of Hartington at the Hwy 57/12 Jct.  
Thirty-four people attended and enjoyed the evening.  There was 
plenty of food, the view was great, the wine excellent, and the 
speaker – Clayton Stalling, NE Game & Parks Commission – was 
entertaining.  

The Northeast Nebraska Resource Conservation & 
Development (RC&D) Council in cooperation with Pheasants 
Forever and Nebraska Game & Parks Commission hosted a 
Habitat Management Tour on July 11th at George and Gretchen 
Hirschbach’s property near Hartington.   Approximately forty-
five people participated.

The tour, led by biologist Cassidy Gerdes, took an up-close look 
at techniques used in managing grassland habitat for wildlife.  

Biologists picked apart 
what has been learned in 
attempts to reinvigorate 
old Conservation Reserve 
Program lands to make 
them the most productive 
wildlife habitat possible.  
They also told about 
long-term management 
and maintenance of the 
those acres, and shared 
expectations, challenges 
and surprises of habitat 
work. Other points of 
interest included were 
prairie plant ID, tree 

DIY Christmas

The “Do It Yourself (DIY) Christmas” 
program was held at the Plainview 
Community Building on November 20 
with Delores Ruzicka of Verdigre.  She is 
a very successful entrepreneur, humorist, 
and talented crafter.  For over 20 years she 
has been designing her own fabric patterns, 
illustrating how-to craft books, and even 
done work on TV shows in California.  
Delores is the owner of Country 
Creations...& More in Verdigre.

During the evening Delores shared 
easy-to-make recipes that are perfect for the 
season.  Pumpkin Fluff, Chai Tea, and Strawberry 
Cheesecake Salad probably showed up at many 
Thanksgiving meals this year!  Following the 
“cooking school” time, she demonstrated projects 
that were ideal for gift giving or holiday decorating – 
gift jars using napkins and decoupage, scarves made 
from ugly t-shirts, paper stars and gift boxes.  

There were locally-made vendor booths to visit, 
refreshments to nibble on, and participants went 
home with door prizes, goodie bags, and their 
tummies full of treats.  It was a fun evening of 
laughing, sharing and learning!  

George Hirschbach told tour participants about all the management 
changes they have made to their operation in an effort to improve 
wildlife habitat. 

The crowd enjoyed sampling the recipes she whipped up during the demonstration time.

Mrs. Claus appreciated having help from an elf.  

Judy Rasmussen earned the title 
of “RC&D volunteer extraor-
dinaire” for the event.  She 
helped with set-up, registration, 
fundraising, and more.

Bee Friendly Field Tour 

Those attending the “Bee Friendly” 
Field Tour felt they received more good 
information than they thought possible 
at such an event.  Denny Wacker, host 
and organic farmer, shared his story 
of becoming organic and how he had 
used available programs to help him 
establish lots of “edges” around his 
fields to increase diversity of pollinator 
species and offer additional advantage 
to crops.   He has established 40 acres 
of wildflowers and grasses.  

Brad Freeman, a Pierce beekeeper, 
told about the life cycle of the bees 
he keeps for making honey.  In their 
lifetime, a bee brings in only 1/10 of a 
teaspoon of honey.  Wayne Ohnesorg, 
Pierce Co. Extension Educator told the group that habitat loss is 
the biggest contributing reason for bee loss and colony collapse.  
Non-cropland areas are very important for bees.  

Natural Resources Conservation Service conservationist Joyce 
Reicks shared information about a variety of programs available 

to producers wishing to seed cropland to grass or to pollinator 
plantings.  In addition, Cassidy Gerdes of Pheasants Forever and 
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission provided information on 
seeding mixes of wildflowers and grasses specifically designed for 
pollinator habitat.  She also identified the top twenty wildflowers 
that benefit butterflies. 

Cassidy Gerdes quizzed folks on the wildflowers 
she picked.

Scott Wessel of the Nebraska Game 
& Parks Commission makes the most 
of a “teachable moment”.

Wayne Ohnesorg swept the wildflower patch 
for insects that participants were interested in 
learning more about.

Special Thanks

Without the continued financial and moral support of generous donors, Sponsors, Associate 
Members, Board of Directors, office staff, and committed volunteers, this RC&D Council 
most likely would not exist after the loss of federal funding in April of 2011.  But, all those 
mentioned here have stayed the course and been invaluable to the work of this non-profit.  A 
big THANK YOU goes to:

Jim & Laurie Meuret, Warren Renter, Lower Elkhorn NRD, Lewis & Clark NRD, Upper 
Niobrara NRD, Lower Niobrara NRD, Antelope County, Cedar County, Dixon County, 
Knox County, Pierce County, Wayne County, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska, Santee Sioux Nation, Dixon County Weed Control, 
Gary Anderson, Tilly Arens, Curt Arens, Ryan Bloomquist, Stanley & Imogene Baier, Bank of Orchard, Leonard Beckman, 
Kathy A. Boswell, Sharon Broekemeier, Brunswick State Bank, Virginia Buerman, Creighton Historical Center, Inc., Marcella 
Donner, Jim & Mryna Farnik, Gill Realty & Auction LLC, Stephen Gross, Jenny Gubbels, Paul & Marge Haverkamp, Shirley 
Hoffman, Gaylen & Carol Jackson, Leonard & Renee Janovec, Linda Kastning, Kreycik River View Elk & Buffalo Ranch, Evelyn 
Lienemann, Cheryl Lingenfelter, Janis Lingenfelter, Norman D. Lorenz, Lunch Box, Mrs. Elsie Lund, Denny & Jean Lutt, Madison 
County Bank, Midwest Bank, Mitch's Food Center, Morrison Farms, Danny Myers, Joyann Nathan, Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission, Norfolk Daily News, Gary & Diane Ober, Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway, Laura Penny, Carol K. Peters, Plainview News, 
Plainview Pharmacy, Plainview Telephone Company,  Plainview True Value, Wayne & Judy Rasmussen, Gale & Wanda Retzlaff, 
Roadrunner, Rosberg Management, St. James Marketplace, Serendipity, Carmen Shaffer, Shannon Trail Promoters, Alexandra 
McClanahan Shively, William & Sharon Stonacek, Kim Swanson, Village of Wausa, Village of Wynot, Dennis Vossberg, Troy 
Wells, Susan M. Wiebelhaus, Larry M. & Alice Wiegert Sr., Mary Ann & Jim Wortmann, Valda Young, Alden & Lisa Zuhlke
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Financial Report for 12-1-12 to 11-30-13

e Income

Membership fees ............................................... $15,175.00

Projects & Grants .............................................. $36,512.69

Other Income ...................................................... $3,033.31

e Account Balance

Checking Account .............................................. $43,973.04

e Certificate of Deposits

Farm to Family ..................................................... $3,243.57

RC&D ................................................................ $16,552.01

Endowment ....................................................... $24,629.36

e Expenses

Donations & Memberships .................................. $1,175.00

Projects & Grants .............................................. $49,232.01

Rent & Utilities ..................................................... $3,454.98

Payroll Expense ................................................. $15,478.91

Professional Fees & Insurance ............................ $2,533.90

Travel & Registrations ......................................... $1,400.53

Office Expense .................................................... $1,026.72

Total Income .............................................. $54,721.00

Total Expenses ........................................... $74,302.05

Net Income ..............................................$(19,581.05)

Awards & Special Recognitions

The local Council 
selected the 
following as their 
annual award 
winners: 

Outstanding 
Sponsor Award went 
to Jim Meuret for 
providing the office 
space rent-free since 
the loss of federal 
funding in April of 
2011.  This includes 
a garage, storage 
building and adjacent 
parking lot as needed.  
The RC&D Council has placed a value of $9,000 per year on his donation.

Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway was chosen for the Top Project Award.  This 
group has surpassed previous efforts to encourage visitors from near and far 
to travel Nebraska’s Highway 12 which is the northern most route across the 
state.  This 231-mile stretch, from South Sioux City to Valentine, offers not 
only beautiful scenery, but cultural diversity, farming and ranching operations, 
rivers and streams, and a wonderful historical heritage.   The RC&D Council 
has assisted the Byway with grant writing and marketing efforts.

Certificates of Appreciation were also presented to the following for their efforts over the past years -Kathy Dohmen, Barb Hoffart 
and Carol Peters – Program Support Assistants; Mary Rose Wattier, Carmen Shaffer, Nadene Chavet, Sandy Patton and Donna 
Christiansen - AmeriCorps Members; CloAnn Shamblen – Experience Works Office Staff; Claus “Bud” Knuth – original steering 
committee member and still a present Board Member; Jan Jorgensen – RC&D Coordinator.  

Participants enjoyed the tours prior to the annual meeting.  
Here folks visit the Old Buzzard Antique Shop in 
downtown Tilden.  During the Annual Meeting held in Tilden five 

individuals were given thanks for all they’ve done to 
support the RC&D Council over the years – left to right, 
back row – Carol Peters as Program Support Assistant, 
CloAnn Shamblen served as an Experience Works staff 
member, Bud Knuth served on the steering committee and 
on the board of directors since 1991; left to right, front 
row – Mary Rose Wattier and Carmen Shaffer were 
both AmeriCorps Members working with the RC&D in 
1995-1996.  


