Lekking Sharp-tailed Grouse
Tympanuchus phasianellus
http://www.elainekennedyphotography.com/

A bird of the northern prairie, sharp-tailed
grouse are found from Nebraska north into
Alaska.
Every spring, the males return to the same
places they have for centuries (called leks) to
compete for the attention of hens. Their
elaborate calls and courtship dances in the
early morning remain as inspiring today as
they have for centuries.
Grouse need large, open expanses of grassland. As such, conservation efforts such as
cedar tee removal, prescribed fire, wildlife
considerations in grazing strategies, and
reseeding of former crop ground to native
cover have great potential to benefit both
sharp-tailed grouse and a host of other
prairie wildlife.

The White Horse Ranch
Pictured: Dean and Carly Daugherty
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http://www.cheval-creme.com/uk/white_horse_ranch.html

Originally founded by Cal and Ruth Thompson as a
riding school for underprivileged children in 1938,
the White Horse Ranch became famous for its herd
of white Arabian-Morgan horses, performances of
the White Horse Troupe, and the story the ranch
had to tell. Community volunteers at the White
Horse Ranch Museum in Naper keep the story alive.

A Nebraska market hunter in the 1890s poses with
his take of prairie grouse before they were shipped
to Chicago on the railroad. The vast decline of game
from unlimited take led sportsmen to call for the
first game laws and game restoration funds, which
still help conserve wildlife species today.

April 7, 2018
Naper, Nebraska

“Land is a living thing; the reflection of
past events and a register of the family
history; the keeper of the family soul. It
is our ancestor, our anchor, a place that
holds our roots, that grew our family
and perhaps became a family launching
pad for generations.”
-Clayton Stalling

Tour Agenda
5:45 AM– Bus loading at the Naper Café (100 Main St.).
6:00 AM– Bus departs for sharp-tailed grouse lek.
6:15 AM–7:45 AM- The Dance Begins! Viewing and photo opportunities of sharp-tailed grouse lek behavior.
8:00-10:00 - -Breakfast at the Naper Café
Breakfast Speakers:

”An introduction to the lek behavior of sharptail grouse” -Kelly Corman, Northern Prairies Land Trust
An explanation of the sights and sounds of sharp-tailed grouse on the lek.
”Sharptail grouse ecology and habitat” -Jen Corman, Northern Prairies Land Trust
A year in the life of a grouse.
”Grouse hunting and the sportsman’s role in conservation” -Scott Wessel, Game and Parks Commission
Stories and history of grouse hunting in Nebraska, the genesis of the Pittman-Robertson fund, and how
it benefits grouse and cattlemen in Nebraska today.
”Stories from the land” -Larry Anderson (landowner) and Tessa Combs (NRCS)
Working together to find conservation opportunities.
”Tales of White Horse Ranch” -Naper Historical Society
From its founding in 1938 to its listing as a National Historic site in 1990, the White Horse
Ranch remains an important part of Boyd county history.
10:00 - -Tour of the White Horse Ranch Museum

As a group, we’d like to thank you for your interest in the land, history and wildlife that make Nebraska unique. If
you enjoyed the day, we ask that you help share the story with others so that one person’s appreciation may transform a drop in the bucket into a ripple in the water.

