
President’s 

Comments 
   

Jim Rabe, RC&D Council 

President from Winside has 

this to say about the year:  

“It’s been a very good year.  

We’ve continued to do 

projects such as electronic 

recycling, household 

hazardous waste collections, 

and environmental and 

educational tours that 

people really want to take 

part in.  And attendance at 

board meetings has been 

excellent.  We’re glad we 

can keep things going.”   

Strengthening Communities by Developing Resources  
Projects Are Results Oriented

Since 1993, the Northeast Nebraska Resource Conservation & 

Development (RC&D) Council, a locally-led non-profit housed at 

an office in Plainview, has grown into a valued organization in 

the 6-county region.  It is a “go-to” resource and helper for 

assistance of any kind. 

During 2015 the Council has: 

• Properly disposed of 2.61 tons of household hazardous waste   

• Recycled 8.79 tons of obsolete electronics 

• Educated 235 adults and students on environmental issues 

• Provided grant writing training to 40 professionals and 

community volunteers 

• Brought history to life for 84 citizens during tours and more 

• Assisted 169 citizens in accessing local foods   

WOW – Wings on Wildflowers 
Helping Pollinators Thrive 

Dennis Wacker, Council Vice-

President, led the event with 

twenty-five participants and 

eight presenters on the bus.  

First stop - his organic farm to 

hear from Hank Scott about 

beekeeping.  Then Denny told 

what he’s done to improve the 

opportunity for pollinators 

and other winged wildlife to 

thrive in acres of wildflowers 

and other needed habitat as a 

result of his organic farming. 
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The RC&D Council and staff offer basic support to 

conserve and develop natural, human and financial 

resources. 



Other activities of the day 

included: plant identification 

and sweeping for insects; a 

visit to a field of wildflowers 

seeded purely for enjoyment; 

realizing that the endangered 

plant Small White Lady 

Slipper exists in one of the 

largest populations found in 

Nebraska; learning about 

Gilman Park Arboretum in 

Pierce and of the butterfly 

garden and tree plantings 

they have established. 

 
 

New Signage & 

More 
Enhancing Awareness 

 
Vinyl wrap signage, two 

shade canopies, and four 

plastic molded tables were 

purchased thanks to a KENO 

grant from the City of 

Plainview.   

The RC&D cargo trailer 

became the new highway sign 

clearly marking the office 

location with the addition of 

the vinyl wraps on all sides.  

Shade canopies and tables 

were put to good use at the 

weekly farmers market and 

helped draw attention to the 

event.   

The canopies and tables are 

available for rent to anyone in 

the community of Plainview.   

 

Farmers Market 
Supporting Local Food & 

Those Who Grow It 

 
The Plainview Farmers 

Market opened at the RC&D 

parking lot on June 10th and 

ran each Wednesday through 

October 14th.  There were a 

total of 14 vendors 

throughout the season.   

 

The market was promoted 

through classified 

advertisements in the 

Plainview News, on flyers, 

and regular posts to the 

RC&D FaceBook and Twitter 

pages. 

 

People who came to the 

Farmers Market and 

purchased items were given a 

certificate for a free gift if they 

came into the RC&D Office.   

 

Radon Kits 

Distributed 
Eliminating Environmental 

Concerns  
 

Radon is a radioactive gas 

that naturally occurs in the 

environment.  It can build up 

in enclosed spaces such as 

homes.  It is odorless and 

colorless and can pose a 

serious health risk. 

In cooperation with the North 

Central District Health 

Department, the Northeast 

Nebraska RC&D distributed 

75 free radon test kits to 

people interested in knowing 

more about this potential 

problem and if their home 

was safe from radon.   



Electronic Waste 
Proper Recycling 

 
On July 17th and 18th there 

were four electronic waste (E-

waste) recycling events held 

in the region.  Households 

were able to properly dispose 

of a large variety of electronic 

items including computers, 

TVs, printers, batteries, and 

more.  Almost 9 ton, 17,590 

pounds to be exact, was 

collected.   

Disabled Vets at Work 

RECYCLETRONICS, Sioux 

City, will tear down all the 

material and salvage what 

they can while properly 

disposing of the remainder.   

 
 

Household 

Hazardous Waste 
Proper Disposal 

 
The Northeast Nebraska 

Resource Conservation & 

Development (RC&D) 

Council along with the 

communities of Laurel, 

Creighton and Elgin hosted 

three Household Hazardous 

Waste events in September.  

Eighty-eight households 

participated and they came 

from sixteen communities 

around the region.  

 

People properly disposed of 

780 pounds of pesticides, 3520 

pounds of paint, 35 pounds of 

acids, 19 gallons of used oil, 9 

gallons of antifreeze, 58 

fluorescent light bulbs, 5 

gallons of 2,4-D, 12 gallons of 

Roundup, 212 pounds of 

batteries, and there were 190 

pounds of items recycled.   

The events were funded in 

part by the participating 

communities, a grant from the 

Nebraska Environmental 

Trust, and by donations from 

citizens taking part in the 

program. 

 
 

Grant Writing 

Workshop 
Learning from Funders 

 
Forty people attended 

RC&D's Grant Writing 

Workshop at the Plainview 

Community Building on 

October 6th.  City 

administrators, librarians, 

county economic 

development staff, tribes, 

NRDs, village clerks, 

community volunteers, and 

state staff were represented.

 

Lyn Ziegenbein, Executive 

Director Emerita of the Peter 

Kiewit Foundation, spoke on 

their guidelines, what they 

look for in a grant application, 

and gave excellent tips on 

writing successful proposals. 

Matt Rezac, Director of Rural 

Community Partnerships for 

the Sherwood Foundation 

told the group of their 

programs and services. And 

Jim Gustafson from the 

Nebraska Community 

Foundation spoke of the 

services that the foundation 

offers. 

Kelly Gewecke, Field Service 

Rep for Nebraska Department 



of Economic Development, 

shared information on 

programs and services 

available to communities. 

Janet Gill, RC&D Treasurer 

and Dick Haskin, RC&D 

Financial Manager, presented 

the final session taking from 

Grant Station's twelve steps to 

writing a winning proposal. 

Knox County 

Cemetery Tour 
Historical Education 

On August 22 a motor coach 

departed Creighton, NE at 

8:30 a.m. with 46 passengers 

for a full-day of learning 

about the cemeteries of Knox 

County.  

Step-on guides Judy Carlson 

and Dick Haskin have spent 

years researching the 

cemeteries and old pioneer 

towns of southern Knox and 

northern Antelope Counties.  

Seven cemeteries and six old 

pioneer town sites were 

visited.  Lunch along the way 

was enjoyed at Green Gables 

Restaurant. 

Grant funds from Knox 

County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau assisted with 

advertising costs while 

registration fees covered other 

expenses.   

 

Feedback and participant 

evaluations were positive so 

the RC&D Council is looking 

forward to organizing another 

such tour in the future. 

 

Northeast NE 

Weed 

Management 

Area 
Biological Controls Used 

 
This group covers an 8-county 

area and has worked together 

very well over many years.  

They identify noxious and 

invasive weeds that are most 

important to control and then 

they go after them.   

 

In addition to spraying and 

putting out biological control 

insects, they also hold various 

educational events to make 

landowners and citizens more 

aware about these invaders.   

 

For many years they’ve been 

working to control Salt cedar 

(tamarisk).   In July and 

September this year they held 

“Search & Destroy” events 

along the Missouri River.   

The stretch below Gavin’s 

Point had very few plants.  

The numbers have gone way 

down over the years.   

 

Collecting Purple loosestrife 

insects has continued for 

many years.  These insects are 

placed out into areas where 

there’s a high population of 

Purple loosestrife plants.  

They are also given to the two 

“bucket gardens”, one located 

at Niobrara Public School and 

the other at Mike Durfee State 

Prison in Yankton, SD where 

they are reared on the plants 

and then set out in areas of 

high infestations around the 

region.  

 

Much of the funding for this 

project has come from the 

Nebraska Environmental 

Trust.   

 

 



Redesigned 

Website 
Timely Information Sharing 
 

Besides putting RC&D 

information out on FaceBook 

and Twitter, the Council 

decided to also redo their 

website.  Now citizens can 

more easily find out about 

current projects and activities, 

how to request assistance, 

ways in which people can 

choose to support the work of 

the RC&D Council and more.   

 

The website is also tied to the 

other forms of communication 

being used.  And there are 

some direct links to RC&D 

Board members as well.   

 

Check it out at 

www.nenercd.org.  All 

suggestions for improvements 

are welcome!   

 

Board of Directors 
Sharing Time, Talent & 

Treasure 

Three representatives come 

from each county covered by 

the RC&D Council.  And 

there’s one representative 

from each of the 4 NRDs and 

the two Tribes.  Interested in 

serving?  Contact a board 

member or call the office.   

 

Antelope County – Alexandra 

McClanahan, Orchard; Jerry 

Fields, Tilden; Susan Fields, 

Tilden  

 

Cedar County – Glen 

Anderson, Coleridge; Gary 

Stapelman, Laurel; Maurice 

Ketter, Wynot 

 

Dixon County – Brad 

Kellogg, Wakefield; Bruce 

Kneifl, Newcastle; Rhonda 

Kneifl, Newcastle 

 

Knox County – Janet Gill, 

Bloomfield; Leonard, Janovec, 

Norfolk; Chris Kreycik, 

Niobrara 

 

Pierce County – Joan 

Alexander, Plainview; Judy 

Rasmussen, Plainview; 

Dennis 

Wacker, 

Osmond 

 

Wayne 

County – 

Lin 

Brummels, Winside; Georgia 

Jansen, Winside; Jim Rabe, 

Winside 

 

Natural Resource Districts – 

Gary Howey, Hartington, 

Lewis & Clark NRD; Bob 

Huntley, Norfolk, Lower 

Elkhorn NRD; Kent Pavlik, 

Verdigre, Lower Niobrara 

NRD; vacant, Upper Elkhorn 

NRD 

 

Native American Tribes – 

Larry Wright Sr., Ponca Tribe 

of Nebraska; Mike Crosley & 

Lee Ickes, Santee Sioux Nation  

 

Officers elected for 2016 are: 

(Left to right) Janet Gill, 

Treasurer; James Rabe, 

President; Dennis Wacker, 

Vice-President; Joan 

Alexander, Secretary  

 

Financial 

Statement 2015 
Accurate Accounting of 

Funds 

1/1/2015 to 12/31/2015 

Income 

Membership Fees  

  $14,000.00 

Projects & Grants  

  $46,470.74 

Other Income $ 75.00 

Interest Income $ 64.93 

Total Income $60,610.67 

 

Account Balances 12-31-15 

Checking Account  

  $58,029.01 
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 Strengthening Communities by Developing Resources 

 

 

 

Certificates of Deposit 

     Farm to Family $3,269.60 

     RC&D $16,680.68 

     Endowment $24,490.28 

  

Expenses 

Donations & Memberships 

  $865.00 

Projects & Grants $35,763.28 

Rent & Utilities $4,179.87 

Payroll Expense $18,083.85 

Professional Fees & Insurance

  $2,469.00 

Travel & Registrations $128.66 

Office Expense $ 3894.48 

Total Expense $65,384.14 

 

Net Income $(4,773.47) 

 

 

 

Special Thanks 
Continued Support of the 

RC&D Program 

Without the financial and 

moral support of generous 

donors, Sponsors, Associate 

Members, Board of Directors, 

office staff, and committed 

volunteers, this RC&D would 

not be able to continue.  The 

Council looks forward to 

continuing their service to 

citizens through projects that 

will make life better for 

people in the area of 

Antelope, Cedar, Dixon, 

Knox, Pierce, and Wayne 

counties.   

If a community or 

organization would like to 

recommend something that 

citizens are in need of, contact 

the office at 402-582-4866 or 

any of the board members 

listed in this report.  Office 

hours are 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday each week.  And the 

answering machine is always 

on so please leave a message.   

New ideas are always 

welcome!   

 

Northeast Nebraska RC&D 

702 E. Park Avenue 

Plainview, NE  68769 

 
Enhanced Level of the 

Circle of Diamonds 

“Award of Excellence” 

Awarded to the Northeast Nebraska Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Council 

by the National Association of RC&D Councils 

 
 


